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Creating Healthy Indoor Air for
America’s Children

Susan Titus

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Tools for Schools Program
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Is IAQ a New Issue?

“In the construction of buildings, whether for public
purpose or as dwellings, care should be taken to
provide good ventilation and plenty of
sunlight...schoolrooms are often faulty in this respect.
Neglect of proper ventilation is responsible for much of
the drowsiness and dullness that...make the teachers
work toilsome and ineffective.”




= Health Problem i
ealt oblems Teachers at Arlington School ~ Mouse dies

Link Ailments to Renovations  from air
“ St u d e nt an d Te aC h e r | | Poor léntilation May Be Can(rtbutm{; to JlebIem QfﬁcmsSay | in c'assroom

Duxbury school tested
Performance = '

= Loss of Public Trust

= Liability Issues

* Negative Media Coverage

= Accountability to School Board
and Other Officials
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- w="| Schools Have Unique
& = | Problems

= Tight Budgets

= Old Buildings/Deferred Maintenance
* Densely Populated Space

= Special Sources of Pollution

= Inventive Space Utilization

= Portables



4 Schools Can lmprove Their Indoor
Environments!

* Most schools have |AQ-related problems

= Many IAQ problems are easily identified
and resolved by school staff

= |t costs less to prevent |AQ problems than
to fix them

= Being proactive is KEY!
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1 /AQ T1Sis One Way Schools Are
Improving Indoor Environments

= JAQ TfS Is a successful program used in more than
20,000 schools nationwide.

= EPA wants to make IAQ TfS available to, and
successful for, every school in America.

» EPA has developed and designed many tools and
resources to make your job easier.
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Key Features of the
IAQ Tools for Schools Kit

= Voluntary and flexible

= Checklists and building walk
throughs for whole building

= HVAC video

- -

= Coordinator’s Guide

ol |

= Communication Guide

= EPA provides recognition




P

=4 | Managing Asthma in the School
& " Environment

1 in 13 Children Suffers From
Asthma

= 11in5 Americans Spends
His/Her Day in a School
Building

= An Estimated 8,000-26,000 New
Asthma Cases Arise in Children
Per Year

= Asthma Accounts for One-Third
of All Pediatric Emergency

Room Visits o



A Cluttered Classroom...




Mmmmm...




Blocked Return

For air to come
out of here

It has to get in there




This filter had
never been changed!
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how do we

IN there

get




How did that smell
get back in here?

Outside
air intake =

Bathroom
exhaust =




et e

% | |1AQ Team Members

Health Officers




---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

v > *;‘ EPA’s Indoor Air Quality Tools for

< i @23 Schools Program

e On-Site activities in the school building
-- Custodial
-- Occupant Activities
-- Policies
-- Emergency plan in case of 1AQ crisis

e School District Activities
-- Maintenance
-- Renovation

« Communication
-- Internal within School District

-- External with Community and Parents
-- Media
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Role of IAQ Coordinator

= Disseminates I1AQ f »
Information : EE?E;'S?
Wheel

= Creates and Coordinates
IAQ Team and Activities

I 1AQ
" Checklists

S o d/
— |lL=1 Backgrounder
i 1AQ

* Implements IAQ
Management Plan

Coordinator's /
" Forms

= Communicates to All A0 Handouts for

Constituents o= | Cordinators - Team Meer
Wide
= Facilitates Resolution of 8. R f a Aif

—
I AQ Pro b I ems Video: Taking Action and Yentilation Basics



e U
2. | /AQ TfSWEB Resources

¥ -
&S

= Grant opportunities in Region 10
zhen.davis@epa.gov
= Case Studies of Successful TfS Programs

= |AQ Design Tools for Schools Web Site
http://www.epa.gov/iag/schooldesign/

= Healthy Schools Web Portal
http://cfpub.epa.gov/schools/index.cfm

= Technical Tools:
» Mold Remediation Document
http://www.epa.gov/mold/
» |-Beam Software

» http://www.epa.gov/iag/largebldgs/ibeam_page.htm
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~&o 1 /AQ TS Awards Program

WHAT AWARDS ARE OFFERED?

* |AQ TfS Great Start Award -
For schools that committed to implementing IAQ TfS
* |AQ TfS Leadership Award —
For schools that implemented the IAQ TfS Kit and developed
an IAQ management plan
= |AQ TfS Excellence Award —
For schools that demonstrated outstanding achievement in

Implementation of the IAQ TfS Kit and in their
communications and outreach efforts

HOW TO APPLY:
Contact Jennifer Lemon, U.S. EPA at (202)343-9608 to obtain

criteria information, and applications



— o] 7t Annual /AQ Tools for Schools National
. & 95=) Symposium

. WHO: Over 500 School Board Officials, Administrators, School
- Nurses, Teachers, Facility Managers, School and Health Association
Members, parents and others from around the U.S. and abroad.

WHAT: Training opportunity sponsored by EPA with national
experts discussing hot issues, such as new school construction &
. renovation, asthma, mold remediation, student performance, etc.

. WHY: Offer participants the opportunity to learn about school IAQ :

issues while networking with national 1AQ experts and others; present :

. the National 1AQ TfS Excellence Award to schools with exemplary :
|AQ management programs.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

s>~ How To Register for Symposium

= The Symposium will take place on December 7-9, 2006 at
the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Washington, DC.

= Visit the Web site to register or
for additional information.

= Registration fee is $310/person.
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> | Additional Resources

IAQ INFO Hotline (To Order A Kit):  1-800-438-4318

= EPA Pacific Northwest Office: Susan Titus
1200 Sixth Ave., 10t Floor
AWT-107
Seattle, WA 98101
(206) 553-1189

= Workshops & Walkthroughs Rich Prill
WSU Energy Program
Spokane, WA
(509) 477-6701
prillr@energy.wsu.edu

=  JAQ Web Site:
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Join the 1AQ
Tools for Schools
AIr Toxics Project

Help Improve the
Indoor Air Quality
In Your School



